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Minutes 

The 2023 Third Quarter “Homecoming” meeting was called to order at 3:08 pm by the 

Cresswind Community Fund President, Bill Papciak. 

Bill welcomed special guests: Ken Gossage, President/ Director Good News at Noon; 

Belinda Dickey, President Sunshine Seniors; Lila Weaver, Executive Director Habitat for 

Humanity; Bill Wittel, Beyond Dementia Coalition Hall County. Bill also recognized 

Jeffrey Sulka, Financial Advisor with Edward Jones who is the lead sponsor of the 

Community Fund Golf Tournament for the 5th consecutive year. 

Bill thanked Wayne Schrader, Kevin Clevenger, Tim and Kelly Roth for arranging 

today’s entertainment.  He also thanked the Event Committee led by Susie Holbrook for 

organizing the refreshments and raffle for the meeting.  

Bill reminded the group of the importance of the Community Fund Mission Statement.  

 

Bill recognized the 2023 members of the Board of Directors as well as Board Advisors.  

He reviewed the Community Fund Committee structure. Bill emphasized how important 

these individuals are to the operation of the Community Fund.  See the Addendum for 

the full list of the Community Fund Leadership Team.  Bill recognized the three 

committee members for the new Governance Committee: Darla Eden, Dick Osborne, 

and Jean Watts. 
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In the absence of Treasurer, John Ulam, Bill presented the Treasurers Report. 

 

 

See the Addendum for full financial details. 

Bill introduced football related entertainment as part of the Homecoming theme of the 

meeting.  Thanks to Wayne Schrader, Kevin Clevenger, and Tim and Kelly Roth for a 

fun and inspiring presentation. 

Following the entertainment, Bill introduced Wilton Rooks to review the Community 

Fund website.  Wilton provided an overview of the type of information available on the 

Communnity Fund website.  He focused on the Stories tab of the website which has 

been expanded as a result of member requests to know more about how grants have 

helped people.  Wilton introduced the new quarterly newsletter that will include this type 

of information. Wilton also described the Help Me Please program. He mentioned that 

the Community fund has raised approximately $40,000.00 this year through Help Me 

Please. 

Bill introduced three guest speakers whom he had asked to speak on the topic of 

“Home”. 

Ken Gossage, President of Good News at Noon, said that the topic of “home” was an 

unusual one for him as his organization serves the homeless community in Gainesville. 

Ken described the home and community that clients find through Good News at Noon.  

He mentioned how rewarding it is when a former client who has become a successful, 

stable individual returns to share their success with the folks who helped them when 

they needed it. 

The next speaker was Belinda Dickey who is president of Sunshine Seniors.  Belinda 

thanked Cresswind residents for all that they do support those in need in Hall County.  

She said that Sunshine Seniors supports so many people who call all sorts of places 

home including a tent or a car.  She says that she has people who come to Sunshine 

Seniors from various situations for food and socialization.   The Sunshine Seniors 

distribute food every Tuesday.  They distribute food to 425+ families every week.  She 
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described how low-income seniors lost their homes because a low income housing 

development was closed to make way for high income apartments.  Last year they 

spent over $44,000 to distribute food to those in need in Hall County.  She said that 

every dollar they receive goes back into the community because their organization is 

volunteer based. 

Lila Weaver of Habitat for Humanity thanked the Cresswind Community Fund for the 

support that the Community Fund has given to Habitat for Humanity.  She told the group 

that low-income housing is very scarce in Hall County.  Habitat for Humanity is in the 

business of making housing available to low-income residents.  In addition to new 

builds, they are working with families through their Aging in Place project to help 

families remain in the houses that they already have.  They help people who need wider 

doors or grab bars in the bathroom or needed repairs so that they can age in place and 

know that they will continue to have a home.  Their goal is to help 100 families in the 

next year.  They are looking for partners who can help them meet this goal.   

Bill Wittel of the Beyond Dementia Coalition spoke briefly about events scheduled this 

fall for Cresswind residents that are sponsored by the Coalition.  He encouraged people 

to participate in these two programs.  The first is the Virtual Dementia Tour, scheduled 

for September 27th which will allow participants to experience how dementia feels for 

those suffering from it.  The second program scheduled for October 4th  will be an 

informational program on dementia covering how to recognize the symptoms of 

dementia and understanding the phases of dementia. 

The Quarterly meeting closed with a raffle of donated items and a reminder of upcoming 

programs including the Golf Tournament in October and the Help the Hungry Program 

in November. Bill Papciak made a point to thank the non-golfer sponsors who are 

helping to fund first responder golfers who are participating in the Tournament.  

Everyone is encouraged to contribute to the Help the Hungry campaign in November.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:36 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Cathy Jeffrey 

Secretary 
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Addendum 

Supporting Documents 
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