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Minutes 

Bill Papciak opened the meeting with a cheerful Ho, Ho, Ho. He welcomed members, 

non-members and special guests.  He made a point to offer a special welcome to the 

Help Me Please volunteers. 

Bill announced the upcoming annual meeting which is scheduled for January 31, 2024 

at which new Board of Director members will be elected and the bylaws updates will be 

approved. 

Bill recognized Susie Holbrook and her team of event volunteers who set up the room 

and refreshments for this meeting. 

Bill reviewed the Board of Director members and advisors as well as the committees 

and described how these positions serve the organization.  He encouraged anyone 

interested in being more involved to consider joining the leadership team.   He went on 

to describe the mission of the Community Fund to serve seniors exclusively in Hall 

County. 

Bill introduced Jennifer Finlayson our new Lifestyle director who said a few words to 

express her excitement in joining the Cresswind Family. 

Bill introduced John Ulam to present the Financial Report.  A summary is included 
below.  For more information see the Addendum.   
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John described how the funds were distributed to various charities including the 
significant contributions to Hall County Food Banks. He described the Focus 55 
program and Grandparents Raising Grandchildren both of which donate funds directly 
to needy seniors.  Health Care contributions included Beyond Dementia, Good News 
Clinics, and Project Warmth.  Contributions went to Habitat for Humanity to assist their 
aging in place program for seniors.  John described collaborations with Cresswind 
clubs including the Garden Club and the Veterans Club.  He mentioned that the last 
bench in the Bench project had been installed.  John Called on Wilton Rooks to 
present a graphic representation of Cresswind Financials.  See the slides below.  For 
more information see the Addendum.   
 

   
 
Bill asked those present to rise and give themselves a standing ovation for the success 
of the Community Fund for 2023. 
 
Bill introduced Russ Williams and Bud Baker who described the work and success of 
the Help Me Please program in 2023 in both assisting neighbors and raising funds for 
the needy in Hall County. Help Me Please raised more than $50,000.00 in 2023.  Russ 
encouraged others to consider volunteering for the Help Me Please program to help 
your neighbors and the needy in the larger community.  Bill asked the Community to 
rise and give the Help Me Please volunteers a standing ovation.  Several Community 
members provided testimonials to Help Me Please for the ease of use, the value 
received, and the good work accomplished by the funds that are raised. 

 

 

Next on the agenda was the Community Fund raffle.  Bill described the items being 

raffled. He explained that the first raffle tickets would go to the Help Me Please 

Volunteers and then for other members.  With that the Christmas raffle began and 

additional refreshments were distributed. 

Following the raffle, Bill thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted 

Cathy Jeffrey 

Secretary  



 

  Page 3 of 9 
 

 

 

 

Addendum 

Supporting Documents 
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