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Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 by Mark Nestle.  Mark welcomed members and 

guests.  He went on to acknowledge volunteers including members of the Board of 

Directors, Board Advisors and Committee members.  Mark announced that Wilton 

Rooks was elected by the recent electronic vote to fill the remaining year of John 

Prentice’s term. 

Mark introduced Wilton Rooks who encourage the group to consider volunteering with 

the Community Fund.  Wilton described the many ways for volunteers to participate in 

the work of the Community Fund.  He commented that Cresswind is known for its 

volunteers.   

Wilton reviewed the mission statement.   

 

He stated that we help thousands of people in Hall County.  We do two things – We 

raise fund and we grant Funds 

Wilton called on John Ulam, treasurer, to present the Financial Report.  John began by 

explaining the financial process that is used by the Community Fund to collect, record, 

deposit, and grant funds 
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He went on to review the financial status of the Community Fund at the end of 2024. 

 

 

Since its inception, the Community fund has raised $981,932.00 and granted 

$847,141.00. John thanked everyone for their support in 2024 saying that we should all 

be proud of the way that we are supporting our community.  For additional financial 

information see the Addendum. 

Wilton introduced Lisa Phifer and Nancy Evans who presented Christmas music 

including an audience participation Christmas music trivia.  Wilton thanked Lisa and 

Nancy for sharing their talents and presented them with a thank you gift. 

Next Wilton introduced guest speaker, Vanessa Sarazua, Founder & CEO of Hispanic 

Alliance Georgia (HAGA). Vanessa described how she came to be involved with the 
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Hispanic population in Georgia.  She said that many of the people that they serve are 

seniors, some of whom are raising their grandchildren.  Their food distribution service 

grew exponentially during the COVID pandemic and continues to be important today.  

Wilton pointed out that the Gainesville Hispanic population makes up 41% of the total 

population and we are fortunate to have programs like the Hispanic Alliance of Georgia. 

Lois Ehlers as a representative of the Grant Committee presented Ms. Sarazua with a 

check for $4,500.00 to support her cause. 

Wilton called on Darla Eden to present information on Fundraising.  Darla said that the 

fourth quarter was very successful with three major fundraisers, the annual Golf 

Tournament, the Silent Auction and the Help the Hungry campaign.   

Lois Ehlers presented information about the Grant Committee and the grant process.   

 

Lois pointed out that most grants originate with other 501c3 organizations. She said that 

once a grant is approved the funds are given to an organization or a company never to 

an individual. She stated that grants are reviewed in a timely manner. 

Elaine Wood presented information about the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 

(GRG) program.   

 

Individuals are recommended by organizations like St Vincent de Paul.  GRG members 

talk to the grandparents to determine their need.  Elaine discussed the difficulties they 

encounter in their attempt to find grandparents in need.  She described the Christmas 
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gifts they give to their client families.  Elaine shared a letter written by one of the 

grandparents we served which expressed her gratitude for the assistance she had 

recieved. 

Wilton introduced Bud Baker to provide an update on the Help Me Please program. Bud 

recognized the volunteers who were present.  He presented information on the success 

of the Help Me Please program during 2024 with over $60,000.00 donated. 

 

Next Mark Nestle presented information about the 2024 Community Fund self-

evaluation review.  He encouraged the group to share any ideas that they have about 

what the Community Fund could do better.  Mark also encouraged everyone to 

participate in the annual meeting and the election process. 

 

Next the Community Fund Raffle was led by Julie Binnix and Ann Sutlive. 

Following the raffle, Mark thanked everyone for attending.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 4:21. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Cathy Jeffrey 

Secretary  
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