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Minutes 

Bill Papciak called the meeting to order at 3:04 pm. He welcomed everyone to the 

meeting including our special guests: Nairika Cornett, Bill Wittel, and Cloud Conrad. 

Bill recognized the members of the Board of Directors and the Board Advisors.  He gave 

special recognition to Tim Roth and Dick Osborne for their contributions.  Both Tim and 

Dick will be leaving the Board Advisors in 2025.  He thanked Susie Holbrook and 

members of the Events Committee for their work to preparing refreshments and set up 

for this meeting. 

Bill reviewed the Community Fund Mission Statement.  

 

Bill recognized Kathy Hoskinson, the first Community Fund president, and described 

how the Community Fund has grown from 39 members nine years ago to approximately 

1,200 members today. 

Bill introduced Bill Wittel, President/CEO of the Beyond Dementia Coalition. Mr. Wittel 

described the growth of the Beyond Dementia Coalition over the last few years.  He 

called special attention to the success of the Virtual Dementia Tour. Mr. Wittle 

introduced Cloud Conrad, Executive Director of the Beyond Dementia Coalition. Ms. 

Conrad discussed the mission of the Beyond Dementia Coalition which is to raise 

awareness of dementia and to provide support for those living with dementia.  She also 

mentioned the recent formation of the Cresswind Dementia Caregivers Group. Ms. 
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Conrad thanked Cresswind and the Community Fund for the support they have 

provided to the Beyond Dementia Coalition.   

Bill reviewed the Community Fund strategic plan for 2024/2025. 

 

Bill introduced John Ulam to present the Financial Report.  John opened his remarks 

saying that 2024 had been a great year. 

 

 

. 

Bill highlighted the fact that the total funds raised since the inception of the Community 

Fund has now exceeded one million dollars with a total of $1,020,243.00. 
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Bill introduced Mark Nestle who gave the results of the recent Board of Directors 

election.  He introduced the returning Board members all of whom were re-elected to an 

additional 2 year term. 

 

 

Mark stated that there were many unsung heroes in the organization.  He indicated that 

there are many ways individuals can contribute to the work of the Community Fund.  He 

encouraged everyone to consider volunteering 

Bill introduced Wilton Rooks who discussed the Bylaws update that was recently 

approved by an electronic membership vote. During the update to the Bylaws the Board 

discussed streamlining the procedures for approving minutes of the membership 

meetings including the quarterly and annual meetings as well as any special meetings 

that might be needed.  Wilton described the benefits of having the Board of Directors 

approve these minutes which included making the minutes available to the membership 

in a more timely manner.  Wilton asked for a motion that would allow the CWCF Board 

of Directors to approve minutes of all CWCF membership meetings.  Cathy Jeffrey 

made that motion.  John Ulam seconded the motion.  Members voted to approve. 

Bill introduced our featured speaker Nairika Cornett, Director of Quinlan Visual Arts 

Center.   

 

Ms. Cornett described her move from India to Gainesville as a student at Brenau 

University. She described art as a force that can bring people together despite their 
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differences. The Quinlan Visual Arts Center is beginning its 80th year.  Their mission 

statement can be expressed as Education, Exhibitions, and Engagement.  The list of 

things that she wanted the audience to know about the Quinlan Visual Arts Center 

included: 

• Their galleries include the work of living artists.  

• The Quinlan has two art therapists who provide art therapy for children through 
seniors.  

• They have a new initiative called Creative Aging Through the Arts which focuses 
on ability vs. disability. 

• They are planning an artist residency program.   
.   

The Quinlan is offering a challenge to Cresswind.  If 100 Cresswind residents become 

members of Quinlan before the end of February 2025, the Quinlan will host one 

Cresswind event per quarter during the year.  The first one in planned for April.  

Membership however is not required to visit the Quinlan.  She encouraged everyone to 

visit.  To view the slides from Ms Cornett’s presentation see the Addendum. 

Bill briefly reviewed Community Fund programs. 

 

He asked Bud Baker to make a few remarks about the Help Me Please program.  Bud 

reviewed the work done by Help Me Please in 2024.  
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Bud also asked for help to get the word out about the Companion Care program which 

is available to provide time away for caregivers who are taking care of a spouse of other 

family member. Mark Nestle encouraged the group to tell new neighbors about the Help 

Me Please program.  

Bill announced a luncheon that is being planned for all Community Fund volunteers 

during Valentines week.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:33. 

Respectfully submitted 

Cathy Jeffrey 

Secretary 
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Addendum 

Supporting Documents 
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