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Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by President Mark Nestle at 3:03 pm. Mark thanked 

everyone for attending and the volunteers responsible for setting up the meeting. 

Mark introduced the guests who would be participating in the meeting: 

 

Mark reviewed the current members of the Community Fund Board and Board Advisors. 

He encouraged those present to consider volunteering to help the Community Fund 

serve the community.  Mark highlighted the need for younger Help Me Please 

volunteers. 

Mark reviewed the Community Fund Mission Statement: 
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Mark introduced John Ulam who presented the financial report. 

 

John highlighted the fact that the Community Fund has now exceeded one million 

dollars in donations and is closing in on one million dollars granted. 

Mark introduced Lois Ehlers who introduced the speakers. Each of the speakers at this 

meeting have received donations from the Community Fund. First up was Jackie 

Powers, Executive Director of the Good Samaritan Food Pantry.  The Good Samaritan 

Food Pantry was the recipient of a $2,000.00 Help the Hungry grant. Ms. Powers 

showed a video that illustrated the work of the Good Samaritan Food Pantry. After the 

video she discussed the challenges faced by low-income seniors in the Gainesville/Hall 

County area.  She stated that they focus on keeping seniors in their homes by helping 

them with their food and hygiene needs. She illustrated the problems faced by these 

seniors by telling the story of a widow living on $1,300.00 a month.  She thanked 

Cresswind for their support of the Good Samaritan Food Pantry. 

Next Lois introduced Sheriff Gerald Couch and his team.  She described the grant 

process that was used to help fund the public service video produced by the Sheriff’s 

Department.  Sheriff Couch thanked Cresswind residents for being so involved in the 

County.  He said that Hall County is a great community.  Sheriff Couch indicated that he 

appreciated the support that the Community Fund provided for the video they produced 

to warn citizens about online scams.  The Sherrif then introduced the screening of the 

video.  Following the video he introduced his team: Captain Stephen Wilbanks, Captain 

Michael Mount, Major Chris Matthews, and Sargent Jeremy Grindle.  Each of these law 

enforcement professionals shared information about their experience in Law 

Enforcement and Public Safety.  The audience thanked the Sheriff and his team for their 

service and the service of all Hall County first responders. 

Mark introduced Bill Papciak who described fundraising efforts at Cresswind. He 

reviewed fundraising programs for the year. 
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Bill focused on the Spirit of Cresswind and how generous the Cresswind Community 

has been in donating to support seniors in Hall County.  Bill thanked Garry Wood of 

ServPro for serving as a Community Fund sponsor supporting the Golf Tournament, 

contributing to this meeting’s raffle, and supporting other initiatives. 

Mark announced the upcoming Silent auction scheduled for July 9-11 which will benefit 

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren.  Mark introduced Marjorie Rosen who described 

the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren program. 

 

Marjorie illustrated the work of the program by describing the challenges faced by a 

widowed grandmother raising three children.  The program provides a chrome books to 

every grandchild in the program.  Marjorie described what a powerful influence the 

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren program has been for the children and the 

grandparents served by this program. She said that we are changing the lives of the 

people we serve. 

Mark introduced Bud Baker who described the success this year of the Help Me Please 

program. Bud stated that Help Me Please has had significantly more requests the first 

half of 2025 than over the same period last year.  Last year at this time Help Me Please 

had completed 300 requests. This year they have already had 561 Help Me Please 

requests. 

 

Mark highlighted the Help Me Please Companion Care Program which provides support 

for caregivers in the community by giving them a chance to take a break while a Help 

Me Please volunteer sits with their family member. 

Mark introduced Garry Wood of ServPro who sponsored the afternoon’s raffle. Mr. 

Wood described the services provided by ServPro. 
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Mark introduced Becky Lyons who was assisted by Garry Wood in drawing the numbers 

for the raffle items. 

Following the raffle, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted 

Cathy Jeffrey 

Secretary 
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Addendum 

Supporting Documents 
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