COMMUNITY FUND

- Make a Difference in Someone’s Life... and in Yours! -

Fall Member Meeting Minutes

October 9th, 2025 3:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by President Mark Nestle at 3:03 pm. Mark thanked
everyone for attending and the volunteers responsible for setting up the meeting.

Mark introduced the guests and sponsors who would be participating in the meeting:

Welcome Special Guests

» Jeffrey Sulka, EdwardJones company:
How to direct RMD funds to a charity

» TopTier Roofing and Restoration,
Sponsor of refreshments and the raffle

Mark introduced the current board and Board Advisors. He encouraged anyone
interested in serving on the Cresswind Community Fund Board of Directors to consider
running for election in January. He pointed out that in addition to serving on the Board
there are many other ways to be involved including serving as a Board Advisor or as a
member or chair of a committee. Mark said that in order to get more done we need to
have more people involved in leading the organization.

2025 Board of Directors & Officers
Mark Nestle, President
Wilton Rooks, Vice-President
John Ulam, Treasurer
Cathy Jeffrey, Secretary

Board Advisors

Tom Alexandris, Glenn Beranek, Sue Garcia,

Susie Holbrook, Arnie McCleese, Rose Micuch,

Bud Baker
Darla Eden
Lois Ehlers
Bill Papciak

Brian Olson, Dick Osborne, Ron Stowe,

Ann Sutlive, Russ Williams, Elaine Wood
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Mark reviewed the Cresswind Community Fund Mission Statement:

The mission of the Cresswind LL Community Fund is to enhance the lives of
adults primarily 55 and older through charitable, educational, medical health
related, and cultural opportunities exclusively in Gainesville and Hall County

Mark introduced John Ulam to present the financial report. John reviewed the income

and expenses for the year so far.

Expenses
Technology
Insurance
Legal & Accounting
Meeting & Auction
Misc. Expenses
Bank Transaction Fees
HMP Supplies

Grants Given

Food

GRG

Hausing

Health

Public Safety

Focus 55+

Veteran's Assistance
Cresswind Bench Project

Community Fund Financials YTD 2025

Donatiens / Fundraisers $150,570

$15,657
53323
51446
52500
52147
53402 (mostly appreciation events)
52093

5746

$80,544
520,000
$17,134
511,000
510,200
58,769
58,621
53,000
51,641

John predicted that we will be making a significant donation to the local food banks this
fall as part of the Help the Hungry campaign.

John reviewed the total donations and grants since the inception of the organization. He
pointed out that we have already received over a million dollars in donations and expect
to hit the million dollar mark in grants before the end of the year.

Financial Summary Since Inception

Total Funds Raised: $1,116,298

L&
\\ N
Funds Currently Available \

for Grants: $75,100

Mark introduced Margie Rosen who chairs the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Committee. Magie reviewed the criteria used in selecting grandparents who are helped

by the Community Fund:

* 55 or older
+ Hall County residents

Grandparents Raising Grandchildrens™

A Cresswind Community Fund program providing emergency help by
covering some basic expenses such as rent or mortgage payments,
utility payments, car payments or other necessities.

All potential candidates are interviewed, and their needs assessed.
Payments are made directly to the provider.

Requirements for Grandparent assistance include:

+ Legal guardian or similar status to the children asdparens
+ Experiencing a financial hardship
+ Providing a stable environment

fsesswno L ETRENNTTY
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Margie described the situations that grandparents they have helped are facing. She
also described how much the help particularly the chrome books that we have donated
have meant to the children. Margie described other details of their work. For more
information see the Addendum for Testimonials about the Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren program.

Margie closed by asking anyone interested in participating in the rewarding work of the
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Committee to give her a call. They need more
help.

Mark introduced guest speaker, Jeffrey Sulka of Edward Jones. Jeffrey spoke on the
subject of “How to Direct RMD funds to Charity” He indicated that his company has
three brochures on Charitable Giving. See the Addendum for these brochures. They
cover the following:

e Charitable Giving 101: Tax Implications - Qualified Charitable Distribution from
an IRA that is given directly to a charity. This strategy reduces your adjusted
gross income and therefore lowers your taxes.

e Charitable Giving 201: Creating a Personal Strategy - Charitable donations
are individual donations that you make to a charity. These donations only reduce
your taxes if you itemize your deductions. Another way of making a Chatitable
Donation is called bunching or stacking donations. Using this method you make a
large donation in one tax year instead of spreading the donation over several
years.

e Charitable Giving 301: Advanced Giving Strategies - Finally you can use
trusts to secure your retirement and make donations to charities after you die.
This method may require working with legal or accounting professionals to assist
in managing the trust.

The presentation was followed by a question and answer period.

Mark described the work of the Grant Committee and thanked the Committee members.
Candice Bolton who has been chairing the Grant Committee will be stepping down as
chair. The Grant Committee is actively seeking new members and a new Chair. Mark
reviewed the Grants awarded this year.

Mark introduced Bud Baker to talk about Help Me Please. Bud said that Help Me
Please has been busy. He compared the work this year to work of previous years.

Help Me Please
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HMP needs more volunteers!
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Bud said that as the requests go up more volunteers are needed. He encouraged
anyone who has an interest in volunteering with Help Me Please to give him a call.

Lois Ehlers spoke about the work of the Fundraising Committee in 2025. She
highlighted two fundraising events this fall:

e The 7" Annual Spirit of Cresswind Golf Tournament which is sponsored by Jeffrey
Sulka of Edward Jones and other companies in the Gainesville area. This year
Cresswind Clubs have also participated as sponsoring organizations. Lois stated
that we will be providing a free golf day for 30 first responders.

e The Help the Hungry Thanksgiving Campaign will begin on November 15t. It will
support 10 food banks in Gainesville/Hall County. Mark commented that one food
bank has already asked if possible they need more this year than last year because
food prices have gone up.

Mark introduced the raffle. He assisted Becky Lyons in announcing the raffle winners.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:20.

Respectfully submitted

Cathy Jeffrey
Secretary
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- Make a Difference in Someone’s Life... and in Yours! -

Addendum

Supporting Documents
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- Mok & Differtace in Sameont’s Life.. andin Koeral -

Fall Members Meeting

Happy 71 Fall!
Is Second Summer Coming?

October 9th, 2025

Welcome Special Guests

» Jeffrey Sulka, EdwardJones company:
How to direct RMD funds to a charity

+» TopTier Roofing and Restoration,
Sponseor of refreshments and the raffle

Board Advisors

Tom Alexandris, Glenn Beranek, Sue Garcia,
Susie Holbrook, Arnie McCleese, Rose Micuch,
Brian Olson, Dick Osborne, Ron Stowe,
Ann Sutlive, Russ Williams, Elaine Wood

Welcome!

Members, Nonmembers, our Special
Guests, and to all our Volunteers

We could not assist others
without all your help!

2025 Board of Directors & Officers

Mark Mestle, President

Wilton Rooks, Vice-President

John Ulam, Treasurer

Cathy Jeffrey, Secretary
Bud Baker
Darla Eden
Lois Ehlers
Bill Papciak

Your Community needs your help!

Please join your neighbors already
active as Board Advisors, Committee
Members, Help Me Please workers,

and other Community Fund volunteers
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Cresswind LL Community
Fund is to enhance the lives of adults
primarily 55 and older through charitable,
educational, medical health related, and
cultural opportunities exclusively in

Gainesville and Hall County.

Community Fund Financials YTD 2025

Donations / Fundraisers §150,570

Expenses 515,657
Tty 331121
N 51448
Lexal & Accounting 52500
MoCTing & Auscion 32147
ML, Eapracs F0T | memly eI T SRnE]
Bank Tranaaction Focs 52053
HMP Supplics. 5745

Grants Given 580,544
Fi $20,000
GRG 517,134
Housing 511,000
Healib £40,200
Public Sadety 58,765
Foas 55+ 8,821
WELETINS ARBRL 53,000
Cresswind Bench Frajeat 51,641

Financial Summary Since Inception
Total Funds Raised: $1,116,298
Total Grants: $938,133

Funds Currently Available
for Grants: $75,100

COMMUMNITY FUND

il i DR B SO S L. a3 s !

Raise Funds

Grant Funds
Helping Local Seniors In Need

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
It's a Tough Job!
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Grandparents Raising Grandchildrens*

A Cresswind Community Fund program providing emergency help by
covering some basic expenses such as rent or mortgags payments,
utility payments, car payments or other necessities.

Al potential candidates are interviewed, and their needs assessed.
Payments are made directly to the provider.
Requirements for Grandparent azsistance include:

= 55 or older

= Hall County residents

= Legal guardian or similar status to the children

= Experiencing a financial hardship

= Providing astable environment

Fooraecs 1 j

GRG Testimonials

She was independent and working until her daughter [on drugs, unknown
to grandmaother) asked her to help baby on the way. she moved in with
daughter and her two children, baby born, put daughter on her bank
accounts to protect her. Daughter stole all her money, stopped paying
rent, grandmother and kids evicted, lived in a tent for 8 months on the
ground at 43 withanewborn She got into a shelter, then moved into
temporary housingfor two years, and now in subsidized housing.

The children kost a school year during the tumultuous year. Oldest is
starting college thizs fall. Cresswinders have given home arddes -
furniture, kitchen necessities. One family sobd a car below appraized
value (just wanted encugh money for a golf cart), GRG paid some for car
and grandmother paid the remainder. The grandmother has said
repeatedly she doesn't know what she would have done without us.

GRG Testimonials

Grandfather had cancer and other surgeries; a grandson who theyhave
custody of, went to ER twice. Another grandson came tolive with them
becauze his parents were too sick to take care of him. sedical bills plus
additional grandson stretched finances beyond what they could handle.

CWCF helped with rent and other overdue expenses. The cancer continued
tospread and grandfather had more surgery, radiation and chemo. She
did everything she could, such az going to multipts food banks as allowed.
Then, one of her sons was killed in a3 motorcyde accident. The son who
haz the stability because of living with them graduated high school and iz
starting college inthe Fall

This all happened over the past two years. Dizabiity finally started and
she called to update us, and ask for prayers for her family. Her husband &
back in the hospital

GRG Testimonials
warried for 20 years, left when che found out he was cheating after she'd
devoted herself to his medical and professional nesds. she left with
neothing but did have a college education. She got an apartment, one
adult child mowed into help her afford it. Then another adult child had
severe postpartum depression and the grandmother was given custody of
the baby.
CWCF helped her pay rent until she got a job and she went from her help
program into a fulltime job so she can now pay her bills,
Ao, she was given fur niture and dothing from people in Cresswind whom

GRG called thinking they might be able to help. She iz sternally grateful
for the angels who have helped her along on her journey.

GRG Testimonials

Great-grandmother wascalled by DFaX because her great granddaughters
parents were doing drugs. She hadn't seen great granddaushter since she
was twao, now & years obd, but nobody else would take her. She had never
been toschool, had nochangs of dothes, nesded glazzes and had 12
cavitiez. She had been living with parentzina series of motels and
vehides for 4 years, virtually unsupervized.

The great-grandmaother is now able to provide her a more rormal kife,
with helpfrom GRG. The granddaughter is eating regularly, has medical
and dental care, has her own room and bed and dothes, and is going to
school. She also gets to play with her cousing in a zafe environment,
rather than motel parkinglots. She iz a happy, boved, thrivinglittle girl

=y

GRG Testimonials

Her daughter was incarceratad in 2022, so her two young tesnage
granddauehtersmoved among three different foster homes until they
were moved to be withher. The younger granddaughter's father iz
incarcerated. Grandmother fell behind in rent with all her additional
EXPENIST.

Her daughter got out of prizon and married a man who had been in prizon
on gang related charges. They are tryingto regaincustody of the girls.
Grandmother had to hire alawyer and called tolet us know she didn't
have money for laundry supplies. One of our GRG team members got her
detergent, fabricsoftener and introduced her to wool dryer balls that last
1,000 koads, saving money by not having to buy dryer shestz We try when
wecan to give grandparents pointersthat wil help them make their
money go further to help inthe future.
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Charitable Giving 101-1.pdf

How to Direct RMD Funds to a Charity

Jeffrey Sulka, EdwardJones

Charitable Giving 201: Creating a Personal Strategy |

How and when to give: Strategles.
for giving during your lifetime

Periodic, outright ghing
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Charitable Giving 301: Advanced Giving Strategies X

Charitable Giving 201-1.pdf
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Charitable Giving 301.pdf

1 Whether you're corsidering b 0ne-time donation o making ongong PHts, integrating |

Charitable Giving 101: Tax Implications |

table giving into your overall financi gy may yield greater benefits for the

chanty (in the form of more money) ad 10 you — a5 & tax deduction

Gaining a bask understanding of how charitable gving may attect your tares can

help you got the most from your giing strategy.

General summary of deduction limits.
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Charitable Giving 301: Advanced Giving Strategies

M you desire control and flexibility — or If you have unique needs — you might )

baonefit from exploring advanced charitable giving channels and strategies. Given
their complex and irrevocable nature, it's wise to work with your financial advisor,
tax preparer and legal peotessional to help understand the nuances of these
advanced charitable giving channels — and their impact on your broader
financial strategy. Let's ook at some options.

Many Options - Degend on Personal Goals
~ Donor Advised Fund

» Qualified Charitable Distributions

# Charitable Remainder Trust

# Charitable Lesd Trust

» Charitable Gift Arwuity

» Pooled Income Fund

» Charitable Foundation

Grant Committee

Candice Bolton - Chairperson
« Lois Ehlers
Pat Green

Amy Pike
Pam Timm
John Ulam
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“Help Me Please”

{Meighbors Helping Meighbors)
More requests every vear
All Donations Help
Local Seniors in Need!

HMP Manager: Bud Baker

2025 Fundraising Committee
Bill Papciak, chair
Ann Sutlive (Silent Auction),

Susie Holbrook (sient Auction, Goif Tournament co-chair),

Glenn Beranek (Golf Tournament Chair)
Darla Eden, Lois Ehlers, Rose Micuch,
Cheryl Satterfield, Dave Rader,
Sid Snow, John Ulam

Grant Process

Grant Request Submitted
Reviewed & Acknowledged

Sent to Grant Committee

Grant Committee Review & Makes
Recommendation to Board

Board review & Vote

Donations given to organization (not individual)

Follow up

Help Me Please
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HMP needs more volunteers!
e

2025 Fundraising

Tth Annual Spirit of Cresswind Golf Tourname|
Monday October 20th

Update

fovesioes 1 R |
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2025 Fundraising

Help The Hungry
Thanksgiving Campaign
November 1 — Sunday 23"

10 Gainesville — Hall County Food Banks
The Spirit of Cresswind is Needed Now!

(TR e e

Thank you for Attending
Have Fun This Fall!

(but careful, don’t fall!)

Mingle, Munchies and More

Raffle Time!!

Our Sponsor:

Nick Liger, TopTier Roofing and Restoration,
Gainesville GA Cell: 912-674-4148
Email: Mick_liger@yahoo.com

roprer
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Back to Minutes
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As an example, someone who plans to give $15,000 in each of the next three years may not realize the
benefits of itemizing. However, by stacking these gifts into a single year, they will be over the threshold
to itemize and they can still take the standard deduction in the next two years.

Not stacking donations Stacking donations
Charitable giving Tax deduction Charitable giving Tax deduction
Year 1 $15,000 $30,000 $45,000 $45,000
Year 2 $15,000 $30,000 $0 $30,000
Year 3 $15,000 $30,000 $0 $30,000
Total $45,000 $90,000 $45,000 $105,000

Assumes married filing jointly, the standard deduction is claimed if total itemized deductions are less than the standard deduction amount and
the 2025 standard deduction amount is held constant for the three-year period.

This strategy is especially useful in years your
income is higher than it's expected to be going
forward (e.g., if you sold a business, executed

a Roth conversion or are approaching retirement).
Typically, in high-income years, your marginal tax
rate is also higher, so the benefits from charitable
giving in those years would be greater than in
subsequent, lower-income years.

Donor-advised fund (DAF)

The Edward Jones Charitable Gift Fund, a donor-
advised fund, provides the potential for an
immediate tax deduction for your irrevocable
donation to the fund. In addition, you'll have
the opportunity to advise on how the money

is invested, when the funds are granted and
which charities receive grants. Since the money
is invested, you have the potential to grow your
charitable impact over time. The higher level of
ongoing control allows several benefits, such as:

= The ability to evaluate charities over time
= Share your giving values with loved ones

« Leave alegacy of charitable giving

By aggregating multiple years’ worth of planned
charitable giving into a single DAF donation, you
may be able to realize greater tax benefits while
still meeting your annual giving goals. While a DAF
is generally thought of as a lifetime giving strategy,
you are able to name a successor advisor, such as
an heir, to continue in your spirit of giving, or you
can direct the DAF to distribute the funds after
you pass to the charities you choose. Others opt
to leave assets to a DAF at their death to allow
their families to make an impact in their name.

Giving via a complex charitable channel

If you're looking for more control over how your
charitable dollars are invested and when the funds
are disbursed to charity, you have choices. For
example, a charitable remainder trust has the
potential to supply you with a lifetime income
stream while benefiting your chosen charities.
This more complex strategy should be executed
collaboratively by your financial advisor, tax
preparer and legal professional.
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