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Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by President Mark Nestle at 3:03 pm. Mark thanked 

everyone for attending and the volunteers responsible for setting up the meeting. 

Mark introduced the guests and sponsors who would be participating in the meeting: 

 

Mark introduced the current board and Board Advisors.  He encouraged anyone 

interested in serving on the Cresswind Community Fund Board of Directors to consider 

running for election in January.  He pointed out that in addition to serving on the Board 

there are many other ways to be involved including serving as a Board Advisor or as a 

member or chair of a committee. Mark said that in order to get more done we need to 

have more people involved in leading the organization. 
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Mark reviewed the Cresswind Community Fund Mission Statement:  

The mission of the Cresswind LL Community Fund is to enhance the lives of 

adults primarily 55 and older through charitable, educational, medical health 

related, and cultural opportunities exclusively in Gainesville and Hall County 

Mark introduced John Ulam to present the financial report.  John reviewed the income 

and expenses for the year so far. 

 

John predicted that we will be making a significant donation to the local food banks this 

fall as part of the Help the Hungry campaign. 

John reviewed the total donations and grants since the inception of the organization. He 

pointed out that we have already received over a million dollars in donations and expect 

to hit the million dollar mark in grants before the end of the year. 

 

Mark introduced Margie Rosen who chairs the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 

Committee.  Magie reviewed the criteria used in selecting grandparents who are helped 

by the Community Fund: 
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Margie described the situations that grandparents they have helped are facing.  She 

also described how much the help particularly the chrome books that we have donated 

have meant to the children. Margie described other details of their work.  For more 

information see the Addendum for Testimonials about the Grandparents Raising 

Grandchildren program.   

Margie closed by asking anyone interested in participating in the rewarding work of the 

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Committee to give her a call.  They need more 

help.   

Mark introduced guest speaker, Jeffrey Sulka of Edward Jones. Jeffrey spoke on the 

subject of “How to Direct RMD funds to Charity” He indicated that his company has 

three brochures on Charitable Giving. See the Addendum for these brochures. They 

cover the following: 

• Charitable Giving 101: Tax Implications - Qualified Charitable Distribution from 

an IRA that is given directly to a charity. This strategy reduces your adjusted 

gross income and therefore lowers your taxes. 

• Charitable Giving 201: Creating a Personal Strategy - Charitable donations 

are individual donations that you make to a charity.  These donations only reduce 

your taxes if you itemize your deductions. Another way of making a Chatitable 

Donation is called bunching or stacking donations. Using this method you make a 

large donation in one tax year instead of spreading the donation over several 

years.   

• Charitable Giving 301: Advanced Giving Strategies - Finally you can use 

trusts to secure your retirement and make donations to charities after you die.  

This method may require working with legal or accounting professionals to assist 

in managing the trust.  

The presentation was followed by a question and answer period. 

Mark described the work of the Grant Committee and thanked the Committee members.  

Candice Bolton who has been chairing the Grant Committee will be stepping down as 

chair.  The Grant Committee is actively seeking new members and a new Chair.  Mark 

reviewed the Grants awarded this year. 

Mark introduced Bud Baker to talk about Help Me Please.  Bud said that Help Me 

Please has been busy.  He compared the work this year to work of previous years. 
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Bud said that as the requests go up more volunteers are needed. He encouraged 

anyone who has an interest in volunteering with Help Me Please to give him a call. 

Lois Ehlers spoke about the work of the Fundraising Committee in 2025.  She 

highlighted two fundraising events this fall: 

• The 7th Annual Spirit of Cresswind Golf Tournament which is sponsored by Jeffrey 

Sulka of Edward Jones and other companies in the Gainesville area.  This year 

Cresswind Clubs have also participated as sponsoring organizations. Lois stated 

that we will be providing a free golf day for 30 first responders.   

• The Help the Hungry Thanksgiving Campaign will begin on November 1st.  It will 

support 10 food banks in Gainesville/Hall County.  Mark commented that one food 

bank has already asked if possible they need more this year than last year because 

food prices have gone up. 

Mark introduced the raffle.  He assisted Becky Lyons in announcing the raffle winners. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:20. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Cathy Jeffrey 

Secretary 
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Addendum 

Supporting Documents 
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Charitable Giving 101-1.pdf Charitable Giving 201-1.pdf Charitable Giving 301.pdf
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