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Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by President Mark Nestle at 3:03 pm. Mark thanked 
everyone for attending and the volunteers responsible for setting up the meeting. 

Mark introduced the guests and sponsors who would be participating in the meeting: 

 
Mark introduced the current board and Board Advisors and our Mission Statement.  
 

   
 
Mark discussed that in order to get more done we need to have more people involved in 
leading the organization. There are many, and differing, opportunities to do so. 
 

      
    

Mark introduced John Ulam to present the financial report. John reviewed the income 
and expenses for the year, to date. 
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Next, Mark introduced Lois Ehlers, chair of the 1st Responder Event, which was held on 
4/10/26. Lois brought up members of the Committee: Darla Eden, Sherry Roberts, 
Glenn Beranek and Allison Ladd. 
Lois reviewed the success of the event, including a great turn-out from CW residents, 
and participation from our sponsors.  

 

         
 

         
 
Lois and Darla Eden asked a representative from each of the 4 departments to talk 
about what the event meant to them. 
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The volunteers who made the event such as success were highlighted: 
 

 
 

Grant Committee Chair, Cathy Jeffery, introduced the Committee members and briefly 
reviewed the nature of some of our Grant requests: rent/mortgage assistance, roof or 
gutter replacement assistance, etc. The Community Fund helps because other 
organizations cannot help as much as is needed.  
 

  
She noted that so far in 2026, the Grants have come to us through Focus 55. 
 
Mark returned to the podium and introduced our Guest, Julie Goodin, Founder and 
Director of Clothing with a Purpose. 
 

         
 
Julie reviewed her background in retail and explained how she came to found Clothing 
with a Purpose – it was her second Wisdom Project. They work with many shelters and 
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Programs, including their newest beneficiary, Beautiful Feet, which supports women 
rescued from Human Trafficking. 
 

 
Julie explained that the Grant we provided to her organization was used to support 
Unity Project. It helped to provide security outfits for volunteers providing security to 
senior citizens in wheelchairs and with other mobility issues when they are in Unity 
Project building. It also helped fund “emergency backpacks” that provide clothes, 
toiletries, basic bedding to people being discharged from hospitals or other settings with 
nothing but the clothes they went in with. 
 
In the future, they plan to continue to work with Unity Project, helping to bring the 
building up to code. They will expand their emergency backpacks to provide to other 
settings, and continue to provide attire for all types of jobs: manufacturing, construction, 
job interviews, etc. She noted that Cresswind can donate clothing through Darla Eden. 
She stated that she needs volunteers and reviewed opportunities.  
 

          
 

Bill Papciak, Chair of the Fundraising Committee, introduced his Committee, its 
objectives, and the Fundrasing calendar. 
 

   
 
Bill discussed the successful Ice Hockey thank you event held recently for Help Me 
Please volunteers in Athens at Adkins Ford Arena. 
 
He discussed how the community perception of Cresswind has improved over the 
years. Having raised and distributed over 1 million dollars in just under 10 years to Hall 
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County and Gainesville Seniors, our Community Fund has proven Cresswind to be 
more than just an upscale place to live. He is very grateful to everyone for their 
generosity. 
 
Finally, he presented a teaser for an upcoming event called the Dog Days of Cresswind. 
This was a brain-storm by Sid Snow and him that occurred during the Athens Ice 
Hockey game. At that event, dogs available for adoption or those owned by attendees 
were all over the arena and some competed in a race on the ice and that triggered the 
discussion about starting our own similar event. 
 
Mark then introduced Bill Wittel, CEO of Beyond Dementia Coalition. Bill noted that Bill 
Papciak encouraged and helped him to become a 501C3 charity just over 3 years ago. 
He reviewed his board members, some of whom are Cresswind residents.  
 

   
He noted that in this short time frame, they have been able to engage with over 6400 
community members and through outreach and education. 
Their goal is Isolation Reduction, in addition to Community Education and Awareness.  
 

   
To this end, they have introduced two new Programs: Pet Therapy and Reading to 
Adults.  
The Pet Therapy Program is currently being Piloted at Manor Lake and CenterPoint will 
start next. They plan to partner with high school students to interact with clients and 
families with a loved one with dementia. 
The joy the animals bring to the facility is palpable and the mood of residents shifts 
dramatically when the animals are present. 
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Mark welcomed Bud Baker to the podium to discuss the Help Me Please Program. Bud 
introduced his expanded team and noted that the demand for assistance has increased 
dramatically year over year and he presented that information. 
He noted that volunteers are always needed! 
 

   
 

The Meeting concluded with Raffles and Thank you from Mark Nestle. During the post 

meeting mingling, the First Responder Parade video was played in the background. 

    

 

Respectfully submitted  

Sherry Roberts 

Secretary 

  

                
                             

                        

                  

                      

                      

              
                                          

                                   

                                     

                                     

                                     

                                

                             

                                                                            

                                                                   

                                           

                                                       

                       



 

  Page 7 of 8 
 

 

 

 

Addendum 

Supporting Documents 
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